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Sharing a 1,200 km border with China, where COVID-19 was first
detected, Vietnam was one of the very first countries to close its
borders to its neighboring country as soon as 1st February 2020
before suspending altogether the entry on its territory to all
foreign arrivals as of 22 March 2020.

For Vietnamese nationals, entry in Vietnam has mostly been
channeled through repatriation flights arranged by Vietnamese
embassies and the national carrier Vietnam Airlines.

and their relatives (hereinafter collectively referred to as the
“Experts”), as well as international students, humanitarian
workers and individuals entering Vietnam for emergency
purposes (hereinafter collectively referred to as “Qualified
Individuals”), have still been able to enter Vietnam provided
that they meet the requisites and follow the procedure reported
in this fourth edition “Entry in Vietnam of Foreign Business
People” of our series of publications “C-19 Chronicles Life &
Business in Vietnam”.

Contrary to China, Vietnam’s Government has kept the door
open to foreign business people by continuously allowing the
entry on its territory, besides to Diplomats and officials, to
investors, managers, executives, technical experts and workers

To date, Official Letter 5322/CV/BCD issued by the National
Steering Committee for COVID-19 Prevention and Control on 5
July 2021 (the “Official Letter 5322”) provides guidance in the
matter.

REQUIREMENTS TO QUALIFY AS AN EXPERT
Per Official Letter 5322, categories of foreign individuals qualifying as Experts include as follows:

FOREIGN
INVESTORS

Under Law No. 47/2014/QH13 on Entry, Exit, Transit, And Residence of Foreigners in
Vietnam, as amended by Law No. 51/2019/QH14 (into force since July 10, 2020), a person
shall have one of the following visas in order to qualify as an investor:

Form of Visa: DT1

Form of Visa: DT2

Form of Visa: DT3

Form of Visa: DT4

Requirement:
Issued to foreign investors in
Vietnam and to representatives of
foreign
organizations
(e.g.
authorized representative of the
parent company in its subsidiary in
Vietnam) investing in Vietnam with
capital contribution value from VND
100 billion or more, or investing in
an investment incentive business
line or geographical area.

Requirement:
Issued to foreign investors in
Vietnam and to representatives of
foreign organizations investing in
Vietnam with capital contribution
value from VND 50 billion to less
than VND 100 billion or investing
in an investment incentive business
line.

Requirement:
Issued
to
foreign
investors in Vietnam and
representatives of foreign
organizations investing in
Vietnam and contributing
capital
from VND 3
billion to less than VND
50 billion.

Requirement:
Issued
to
foreign
investors in Vietnam and
representatives of foreign
organizations
investing
in
Vietnam
and
contributing capital of
less than VND 3 billion.

Duration:
Do not exceed 3 years

Duration:
Do not exceed 12 months

Duration:
Do not exceed 5 years

Duration:
Do not exceed 5 years

MANAGERS
& EXECUTIVES

Per Decree No. 152/2020/ND-CP on Foreign Workers Working in Vietnam, the necessary
requirements to qualify as manager or executive are as follows:

Person in charge of management of an enterprise, including as follows:
Owner of a sole proprietorship

Chief of a representative office

General partner of a partnership

Director/General

Chairperson or member of the Board of Members

managerial position prescribed in the company’s charter

President of a company

Executives (CEO and Managing Director)

Director

or

holder

of

another

President or member of the Board of Directors of a joint
stock company

TECHNICAL
EXPERTS & WORKERS
On 30 of December 2020, the Vietnamese Government issued Decree No.152/2020/ND-CP1 dated 30 December 2020 on Foreign
Workers Working in Vietnam and Recruitment and Management of Vietnamese Workers Working for Foreign Employers in
Vietnam (“Directive 152”), which introduced stricter requirements to qualify as “technical expert” and “technical worker”.
By Resolution No. 105/NQ-CP on Supporting Enterprises, Cooperatives and Business Households Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic
(“Resolution 105”) of 9 September 2021, the Vietnamese government has, however, eased certain of the requirements introduced
by Directive 152 relating to the issuance of work permits to technical experts and workers. Consequently, to qualify as a technical
expert or worker, the necessary requirements are as follows:
TECHNICAL WORKERS

TECHNICAL EXPERTS
Holds at least a bachelor’s degree and has at least 3 years’

Has trained in a technical field or another major for at

experience corresponding to the job position to be held by

least 1 year and has at least 3 years’ experience

him/her in Vietnam or; a previously issued work permit to

corresponding to the job position to be held by him/her

prove the experience; or

in Vietnam; or

Has at least 5 years' experience and a practicing certificate

Has at least 5 years' experience i corresponding with the

corresponding with the job position that he/she will be

job position that he/she will be appointed in Vietnam; or

appointed in Vietnam; or

Has a previously issued work permit as proof of

Has a previously issued work permit as proof of

experience.

experience.

ENTRY PROCEDURE
1 - COMPETENT AUTHORITIES

Official Letter 5322 provides the competent authorities for

The Working Group of 5 Ministries (Foreign Affairs, Health,

entry approval, as follows:

Public Security, National Defense, Transport) shall process

The Provincial People’s Committee, in coordination with the
local

Labour

Department/

Health

Department,

shall

process the entry approval requests of the Qualified
Individuals.

the entry approval requests of individuals under diplomatic
mission,

foreign

consular

officers,

representative officers and their families.

inter-governmental

2 - PROCEDURE

In Ho Chi Minh City, the procedure for Qualified Individuals to obtain the entry approval is as follows:

1

2

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR, WAR INVALIDS
AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS/PEOPLE'S COMMITTEE
(DOLISA/PC)
A copy of passport
Request for immigration (standard form)
prepared by the sponsoring company
Working schedule/plan (standard form)
Temporary Residence Card (if any)

Duration: 3-4 weeks

IMMIGRATION
DEPARTMENT
PC's approval
Letter of request (NA2 form)
Business license of the sponsoring
company
Registration of seal sample and signature
of the sponsoring company (NA16 form)
Duration: 7-10 days

For relatives accompanying Experts, documents evidencing

In addition, Official Dispatch No. 3949/CV-BCD issued on 24

the relationship shall be required, such as birth certificate,

July 2020 provides that Experts entering Vietnam have to

household book, marriage certificate etc.

comply with the following requirements:

For certain cities/provinces, it is required to further obtain
the Health Department’s written approval and the Center
for

Disease

Control

and

Prevention

in

Vietnam’s

confirmation on the transport and quarantine plan at a
designated hotel. The application must include the
quarantine plan, written commitment by the sponsoring
company

on

COVID-19

protocols,

including

testing

requirements and health insurance along with the written

Foreign workers will have to test negative for COVID-19
72 hours before entering Vietnam using a real-time PCR
test done at a testing center approved by their
government or at test centers approved by the World
Health Organization (WHO); and
Foreign

workers

should

have

international

health

insurance, or their sponsor will be required to pay for
treatment in case they turn infected with COVID-19.

approval of the provincial people’s committee and the
Immigration Department.

MANDATORY QUARANTINE
All foreign arrivals are subject to a mandatory quarantine in
a centralized government facility or a designated hotel (at
their own cost).
On 4 August 2021, the Ministry of Health issued Official
Letter 6288/BYT-MT ("Official Letter 6288"), reducing the
mandatory quarantine period from 14 to 7 days for fully
vaccinated individuals and those having recovered from the
virus within 6 months.
Foreign arrivals must test negative to COVID-19

twice

during the mandatory quarantine period to be discharged.
Upon completion of the mandatory quarantine, a certificate
is issued that may be requested by Vietnamese officials. In
principle, a further 7 days quarantine at a place of
residence is also required.

VACCINATION CERTIFICATE
Pursuant to Official Letter 2974/LS-PL issued on 6 August
2021 (“Official Letter 2974”) and Official Letter 695/CH-LS-P

"reducing the mandatory
quarantine period from 14 to 7 days
for fully vaccinated individuals"

issued on 13 August 2021 (“Official Letter 695”) issued by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to provide further guidelines
on Official letter 6288, the vaccination certificates of 72
countries are directly accepted in Vietnam without requiring
legalization.

PROSPECTS FOR A NEW NORMAL IN
FOREIGN ARRIVALS

the Ministry of Transport has suggested to the Government a 2-

In spite of the procedure to allow foreign Qualified

The first phase, starting 15 December 2021, would see the

Individuals discussed above,

phases phase plan to gradually resume international flights.

reopening of 9 additional routes including San Francisco or Los

the closure of Vietnam’s

Angeles (the U.S.), Singapore, Bangkok (Thailand), Phnom Penh

borders has gravely impacted the operation of foreign-

(Cambodia), Vientiane (Laos), Beijing (China), Tokyo (Japan), Seoul

invested companies and of proposed new greenfield
investments (but also the life of foreign investors, workers

(South Korea), and Taipei (Taiwan).

and their families), and has taken a heavy toll on the

The second phase would then see the reopening of 6 more

transport, tourism and F&B sectors as well.

routes by January 2022, comprising Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia),
Hong

As of today, there are only around 30 foreign airlines from

Kong,

Paris

(France),

Frankfurt

(Germany),

Sydney

(Australia), and Moscow (Russia).

Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, Middle East and France

Besides

operating flights to transport Qualified Individuals and cargo

Qualified

Individuals,

the

reopening

of

those

international flights would address the high demand for

to and from Vietnam, according to the Civil Aviation Authority
of Vietnam (CAAV). In the first 10 months of 2021, foreign

repatriation among Vietnamese citizens living abroad.

arrivals have dropped by about 80% compared to the pre-

While the concerning Omicron variant may give rise to

pandemic level of 2019, according to Vietnam News/ANN.

uncertainties,

reasonable

expectations

remain

that

the

procedure for entry will be streamlined, including the lift of the

As Vietnam furthers its “living with the virus” policy, and aims

mandatory

to bring back foreign arrivals to its pre-pandemic levels,

quarantine

for

fully

vaccinated

international

passengers.

As of 9 December 2021:

1.4
million
TOTAL
CASES

14,449
AVERAGE
NUMBER OF
CASES
PER DAY*

74 million
PEOPLE RECEIVED 1 DOSE
(76.8% of population)

26,930
TOTAL
DEATHS

282
DEATHS
PER
MILLION
PEOPLE

55.9 million
PEOPLE RECEIVED 2 DOSES
(58% of population)

*Reported last 7 days . Source : Health Ministry.
Source: Internet

CONTACT US
Indochina Legal is a multi-cultural Vietnam based law firm providing
client advocacy of international standards in diversified transactional
and litigation work. Founded in 2007, the firm integrates legal practice
of over 15 years in Vietnam.
Indochina Legal acts as a correspondent firm for a number of
international and regional law firms and is a member of Legalink, an
international network of independent law firms.

il.hcmc@indochinalegal.com
www.indochinalegal.com
Indochina Legal

